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President’s Message 

November 2006 

As we move into our 2007 season, 
the Madison Gallatin Chapter is preparing 
to continue its growth.  We look forward to 
additional growth in our membership.  We 
will hold our annual membership drive this 
year during the Outdoor Show at MSU Jan. 
12-14, 2007.  Please stop by our MGTU 
booth to renew your membership.  Our 
Chapter does get a rebate back from na-
tional TU for all the membership sign-ups 
we get at the show. 

Along with membership growth, we 
look forward to increased participation by 
our members in the many programs and 
projects we support.  Our board is in the 
process this winter in determining the type 
of projects we feel will correlate with our 
mission statement … Conserve, protect and 

restore coldwater fish-
eries … We will be col-
laborating again this 
year with many differ-
ent educational institu-
tions, Fish, Wildlife 
and Parks, US Forest 
Service, Montana TU, 

and many other community organizations.  
If you have a program and/or project 
which you feel is worthy for MGTU to con-
sider for 2007, please send your request to 
mgtupresident@bresnan.net.   

Travis Morris, our 2007 MGTU Ban-
quet Chairman, is again starting his quest 
to make this years’ banquet even more ex-
citing.  Our banquet is the major fund-
raiser for all our programs and projects.  
If you would like to volunteer to be part of 
our banquet committee, please contact 
Travis at the Bozeman Angler @ 587-9111.  
Travis is also considering any new ideas of 
how we can make our banquet even more 
enjoyable than past years. 

We still are working to improve the 
level of communication between our board, 
members and our community.  This is an on-
going process as we continue to grow and 
change. 

Lastly, our board has changed in 
many ways over the years.  We now feel 
that the most appropriate number of board 
members should be set at 11 members.  Our 
original Articles of Incorporation state we 
have 15 board members.  Our board feels 
that with 11 members, it can best serve our 
membership and our 
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Board of Directors 

 

President:  Rick Arnold rar-

nold@resslermotors.com 

 586-7561 (h) 539-7561 (c) 

 

Vice-President:  Bob Ritter rrit-

ter345@aol.com 

 763-4057 (h) 579-3250 (c) 

 

Secretary:  Mark Fuchs

 greymidge@earthlink.net 

 556-1183 (h) 581-2369 (c) 

 

Treasurer:  Bob Frey 

 Bob.pfm@bridgeband.com 

 585-9235 (h) 587-1604 (w) 

     

 

Projects Coordinator: Tom Ehlert

 kkehlert@earthlink.net 

 388-9723 (h) 

 

Banquet Chair:  Travis Morris

 bonefish@bresnan.com 

 586-8145 (h) 587-9111 (w) 

 

Newsletter:  Mark Fuchs

 greymidge@earthlink.net  

 556-1183 (h) 581-2369 (c) 

 

Membership:  Open  

 

MSU Liaison:  Toby Swank

 toby@mcn.net 

 586-2188 (w) 570-4118 (c) 

 

Members-at-large:  Bob Mealer
   

  

 

ANNUAL CHILI FEED – A “CAN’T MISS” EVENT! 

It will be too cold to fish, so come and enjoy a night of 
camaraderie, great food and drinks, and tall tales (all true, of 
course!) at the chapter’s annual chili feed at the Best Western 
GranTree Inn at 6:30 p.m., Wednesday, November 8.  

Make a pot of your “secret recipe” chili and win bragging 
rights for a year for the best chili in Bozeman.  The competi-
tion is fierce, and former winners are vowing to improve on 
their offerings. 

The local fly shops have 
generously donated some fan-
tastic raffle prizes, so you 
may walk away with some valu-
able loot. 

Chad Olsen of Greater 
Yellowstone Flyfishers will  
present an exciting program, 
featuring lots of big fish and 
spectacular scenery, on “Fly 
Fishing In Yellowstone Park.”  
We are fortunate to have this 
national treasure in our back-
yard, and Chad, who is one of 
the most knowledgeable Yel-
lowstone Park backcountry 
guides, will reveal the secrets 
to angling success there. 

The cost for this  eve-
ning will be $5/person.  The 
GranTree will provide a cash 
bar for refreshments.  All 
proceeds from the event will 
go towards our chapter’s con-
servation projects. 

 So skip supper at home 
that night, bring the family, 
and enjoy a great evening of 
fellowship and fun while help-
ing the fish. 

Rods and Flies 

Howard Bethel, 
Hawkridge Rod Builders, 
will be conducting both a 
Rod Building class and a Ba-
sic Fly tying class through 
Bozeman Community Educa-
tion again this year. Regis-
tration takes place at the 
Wilson school during the 
week of Jan.8th-12th. Both 
classes will last for 5 ses-
sions. Howard has been 
teaching these classes for 
14 years. If you have any 
questions, you can call him 
at 585-9608. 

 

 

Your Board Needs 

Your Vote 

 On October 24th, 
your board of directors 
held a special meeting for 
the purpose of discussing 
potential changes to the 
Articles of Incorporation 
and the By-Laws of the 
Chapter.  Several articles 
in the By-Laws were 
changed to more closely         

Continued on page 4 



 

 

Meetings are held on the second Wednesday of the month (unless announced otherwise) at 
The Gran Tree Inn.  Meetings start at 7:00 PM.  Meetings will not be held during the sum-

mer months (June thru August) and will start again in the fall (September thru May).  
Watch for notices in the Bozeman Daily Chronicle or on our website www.MGTU.org. 
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Next meeting will be on Wednesday, November 8th. 

AROUND THE SHOPS 

 

The Bozeman Angler 

Our fly tying classed will be coming soon, so 
please call the shop at 587-9111 for updates. 
We will be open during the Christmas Stroll on 
December 2. 

And don’t forget to visit our web site at 
www.bozemanangler.com.  

 

 

Montana Troutfitters 

On Tuesday, November 21st, we will hold our 
beginners fly tying class.  Then later on, we 
will begin our tying seminars which are open to 
the public.  Please call the shop at 587-4707 
for more information.   

And don’t forget to visit our web site at 
www.troutfitters.com.  

 

 

The Rivers Edge 

There are no activities scheduled for this 
month, but please call the shop at 586-5373 
for updates and sales.  

And don’t forget to visit our web site at 
www.theriversedge.com.  

 

 

 

Greater Yellowstone Fly Fishers 

There are no activities scheduled for this 
month, but please call the shop at 586-
5373 for updates and sales 

And don’t forget to visit our web site at 
www.gyflyfishers.com. 

 

Fins and Feathers 

Our beginners fly tying class will start on 
Thursday, November 30.  This class is lim-
ited to 6, so call the shop at for informa-
tion. 

And don’t forget to visit our web site at 
www.finsandfeathersonline.com. 

On The Line is a periodic publication of the Madison-Gallatin 
Chapter of Trout Unlimited.  It is published by and for the mem-

bers of the Chapter. 

Copyright 

Opinions expressed in signed articles are those of the authors 
and do not necessarily represent the views and positions of the 
Madison-Gallatin Chapter of T.U., Trout Unlimited or their re-
spective officers.  Articles, letters and artwork related to the 
sport of fly fishing or the conservation, restoration and preser-
vation of Montana’s cold water fisheries are welcome.  The edi-
tor reserves the right to reject or edit any material submitted.  
Guidelines for the methods of submission including computer 
discs and e-mails are available upon request.  The deadline for 
submissions is the 20th of the month preceding the month of 

publication. 



 

 

Page 4  

represent how we run your club and to protect 
and preserve the integrity of the Chapter.
 Changes to the By-Laws can be made by 
a vote cast by your board of directors, pro-
vided a quorum is present at the meeting.  At 
this meeting, six of the 10 members were pre-
sent, two of which by proxy.                    
 There is one change which we want to 
make but cannot without changing the Articles 
of Incorporation.  The Articles currently call 
for a fifteen member board of directors.  
Over the years, this has been a number we 
have been unable to meet for one reason or 
another; however, history tells us eleven is a 
good, obtainable number of members for the 
board.  Eleven generally allows us to have a 
quorum present at a monthly meeting.  This 
change can be made in the Articles of Incor-
poration only by a vote of the general mem-

bership.                                                  
 Voting is something we should all 
consider.  This is your Chapter and your 
voice needs to be heard.  A ballot is 
printed in this newsletter to change the 
Articles to reflect the eleven member 
board we would like to maintain.  Please 
take some time and either email it to your 
Secretary at greymidge@earthlink.net or 
snail mail it to P.O. Box 52, Bozeman, MT 
59715.  To email your vote, cut and past 
the ballot to your email, or print the page 
and cut it out to snail mail us.  

 In the future, we may be asking for 
your vote on such matters as nominees for 
your Board.  So please, take some time and 
vote.  It’s your Chapter. 

Continued from page 2 

Madison-Gallatin Trout Unlimited 

 

Ballot to Change the Articles of Incorporation 
 

Reason:  In the Articles, dated September 24th, 1982, Article VIII reads as follows: 

“The Corporation shall have fifteen (15) Directors who shall constitute the Board of 
Directors…” 

Please place your mark on the line to indicate your voting preference. 

 

_________Yes, you can change the Articles of Incorporation, Article VIII to read “The 
Corporation shall have eleven (11) Directors who shall constitute the Board of Directors…” 

 

_________No, do not change the Articles of Incorporation, Article VIII. 

 

Email to greymidge@earthlink.net 

Or mail to PO Box 52, Bozeman, MT 59715 
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DON’T FORGET 

Public Meeting: 

November 8th at The Gran Tree Inn 

Meeting starts at 7 pm 

Our topic will be on the fishing  

the Yellowstone area. 

 

 

 

 

community.  Being that our board votes on all activities our Chapter participates in, it is 
mandatory we have minimum of a simple majority in attendance at each of our monthly 
meetings to accomplish our Chapter work.  This is the major reason we feel the number of 
board members be set at 11. To change the number of board members from 15 to 11 mem-
bers, we need a membership vote of Yes on the ballot which you will receive. 

With this thought, we currently have a board nominating committee set to determine 
a slate of new board members for 2007.  Please contact Bill Mealer at doctor-
mealer@msn.com.  

If you have any questions, thoughts or recommendations you would like to share with 
your board of directors, you can send an email addressed to MGTU Board of Directors at 
mgtupresident@bresnan.net.  Or, you can share your thoughts at any of our general mem-
bership meeting.  We encourage your participation, and look forward to hearing from you. 

 

Rick Arnold 

MGTU president 


